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August 2019 
 
 
Dear Religious School Families, 
 

Our faith has many traditions and are we are commanded to teach them diligently to your children. At 
Temple Kehillat Chaim, we endeavor to do just that. Our task is not an easy one when you consider 
that our school only has your children for approximately 60 hours of Judaica and an additional 45 hours 
of Hebrew, compared to the 1235 hours of secular school per year. 
 

Jewish education is an awesome responsibility. The challenge is to make the teaching of a four 
thousand-year old tradition that is both, ancient and modern, relevant and exciting for our students. 
Through a carefully selected curriculum for the classroom and opportunities for enrichment and 
worship, we hope to accomplish the following goals: 
 

 Enculturating Jewish children – transmitting to the next generation our people’s history, rituals, 
practices, and values. 

 Teaching basic Jewish skills, such as lighting Hanukkah candles, reciting Kiddush, and preparing 
for the Passover Seder. 

 Providing Jewish students with the experience of actively participating in the Jewish community. 
(The Teacher Training Manual by Lisa Bob Howard) 

 

You, as parents, are the most important link in the chain of your child's Jewish education. Whatever we 
do in the Mitzner Family Religious School classroom and in the sanctuary must be reinforced in the 
home. You and our synagogue must be partners if Judaism is to continue as a vibrant active faith for 
our children. 
 

Our Religious School Committee, faculty, and the two of us take our responsibilities very seriously and 
invite your questions and concerns. We look forward to sharing the coming year with your family. 
 

B’Shalom, 
 

 
Sara Polikov                              Jason Holtz 

                      Director of the Religious School                                              Rabbi
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Mission Statement 
 

The mission of the Mitzner Family Religious School is to foster the development and ongoing growth of 
Jewish identity for everyone associated with our programs:  children, parents and teachers.  The 
cornerstones of this program are faith in God, love of Torah, and identification with the Jewish people 
and Israel through involvement in the synagogue and Jewish life.   
 

Goals of Reform Jewish Education for the Temple Kehillat Chaim Mitzner Family Religious School 
 

The goals of Reform Jewish education for Temple Kehillat Chaim's Mitzner Family Religious School are 
to educate students to: 
 

 Affirm their Jewish identity and unite themselves to the Jewish people by their words and 
deeds. 

 Affirm the covenant between God and the Jewish peoples (the brit) by mitzvot 
(commandments). 

 Affirm their bond to Eretz Yisrael, the land of Israel. 

 Cherish and study Hebrew, the language of the Jewish people. 

 Value and practice prayer (t’filah). 

 Further the causes of justice, freedom, and peace by pursuing lives of righteousness (tzedek), 
justice (mishpat), and loving deeds (chesed). 

 Celebrate Shabbat, the festivals, and observe the Jewish ceremonies that mark significant 
occasions in their lives. 

 Value and respect themselves, others, their family, and their community. 

 Express their kinship with the Jewish people (K'lal Yisrael) by actively seeking to improve the 
welfare of Jews throughout the world. 

 Support and participate in the life of the synagogue. 
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Contact Information 
 

Name Title E-mail Telephone 

Sara Polikov Director of the Religious School religiousschool@kehillatchaim.org 770-641-8630 

Jason Holtz Rabbi rabbi@kehillatchaim.org 770-641-8630 

Caroline Figiel Education Consultant carolinefigiel@yahoo.com 770-365-3763 

Robin Shafer Religious School Committee Chair robin.shafer1@gmail.com  404-788-1211 
 

Parent Involvement 
 

Parent Volunteer Program 
Parents are an asset to the Mitzner Family Religious School (Religious School).  They bring 
immeasurable talents and suggestions that work to improve the overall operations and the quality of 
the programming.  Parents are encouraged to become involved with the Religious School. A volunteer 
sign-up is included within the online registration form. You are asked to sign-up for at least one 
volunteer position and follow through with that commitment.   To ensure safety and for identification 
purposes, all volunteers will be provided with nametags and be asked to check-in with the Religious 
School office.   

 

Religious School Committee 
The Religious School Committee works in conjunction with the Director of the Religious School and 
Rabbi to develop the policies for our Religious School. If you are interested in serving on the 
committee, contact the Religious School Committee Chair. 

Religious School Committee Meeting Dates for 2019-2020 
 

Date Time 

October 21, 2019 7:00 pm 

January 13, 2019 7:00 pm 

March 9, 2020 7:00 pm 

April 27, 2020 7:00 pm 

 

mailto:religiousschool@kehillatchaim.org
mailto:rabbi@kehillatchaim.org
mailto:cantor@kehillatchaim.org
mailto:robin.shafer1@gmail.com
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 Religious School Operational Policies and Procedures 
 

1. Religious School Schedule   
 

                                                       Student Class Schedule 

PreK through Grade Two 10:50 am – 12:20 pm 

Grades Three through Seven T’filah- 9:00 am-9:20 am 
1st Session – 9:25 am-10:25 am 
Snack – 10:30 am– 10:50 am 
2nd Session- 10:55 am-11:55 am 
Chuggim- 12:00 pm-12:30 pm 

 

2. Admission Standards 
The following admissions standards have been established for entry into the Religious School.   
 

 PreK:  Students should be four by September 1. 

 Kindergarten:  Children admitted to kindergarten must be five by September 1 of the year 
of admission and be enrolled in secular kindergarten. 

 Grades First through Seven:  Children will be placed in the same Judaica classes as their 
secular school grades. Hebrew students will be placed at the level closest to their abilities. 

 

3. Attendance 
Regular attendance is essential to a quality Jewish education. Please bring your child on time as 
tardiness disrupts class activity. If your child is 10 or more minutes late, he/she will be marked as 
tardy.  If your child must be absent, please notify the Religious School teacher(s) in advance so your 
child can obtain the assignments. 

 

4. Communications 
Continuous communications are a vital part of successful education. Communications from the 
Religious School will occur primarily by e-mail. It is imperative that parents read the weekly e-mail 
as well as watch their daily e-mail for information that affects your child. 

 

5. Payments/Refunds 
All questions regarding tuition and fees should be directed to the Bookkeeper. Religious School fees 
are non-refundable.   

 

6. Visitors/Guests in Classroom 
Visitors are permitted in the classroom with prior approval of the Director of the Religious School.  
A 48-hour advance notice is necessary and emergency contact information must be provided in 
advance if the visitor is a child.    

 

7. Educational Challenges 
It is necessary that parents inform the Director of the Religious School and teacher(s) of students 
with special learning challenges. We have an Educational Consultant on staff to assist students, 
teachers, and parents in the Religious School setting.  Please understand that there may be times 
when we will not be able to accommodate a child's specific needs and we will make 
recommendations for programs or alternative sources for education. 
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8. Signing Out 
If it is necessary for your child to leave before dismissal, please send an email or written note with 
your child ahead of time to the teacher and copy the Director of the Religious School 
(religiousschool@kehillatchaim.org). If someone other than a parent will be picking up your child, 
please indicate that person's name and relationship to the child (friend, relative). They will be 
asked to show picture ID upon arrival as well as sign the child out in the lobby. In addition, if you 
will be picking your child up early, we ask that you do it before 12:00 pm to avoid added confusion 
in the lobby. Parents will pick up their child from the classroom.  

 

9. Electronic Devices 
Electronic devices are used at the Religious School for educational purposes only. Students using a 
device inappropriately will be warned once to put it away. For a second infraction, the device will 
be confiscated and given to the Director of the Religious School to return to the parents. To avoid 
distractions, all cellphones are collected by the teacher at the beginning of class and returned at 
the end of class. 

 

10. Dress Code 
Since the Religious School is a special place requiring a certain respect, we encourage each student 
to have a clean and neat appearance. Appropriate and respectful dress is necessary since the 
students will be in the sanctuary for T’filah each week. For the safety of our students, flip flops are 
not permitted at any time.   

 

11. School Property 
The Religious School is proud of our facilities. We ask that each student respect the property of the 
school and its contents, both inside the building and out. Parents are held responsible for any 
damage caused by their children.   

 

Students are always to remain with their classes. They are not allowed into the administration 
building or sanctuary building unless accompanied by an adult.  No one under 18 years old is 
allowed into the kitchen during school hours without supervision. 

 

Children are not permitted to wonder the grounds. No child is permitted to leave the school 
grounds during school hours for any reason other than a scheduled trip. A child found away from 
the school grounds during school hours will be suspended. 

 

12. School Closings - Inclement Weather 
If Religious School is cancelled due to inclement weather, an email will be sent via Constant 
Contact. Please be sure to check your email in these situations.  

 

13. Food and Drinks 
       Food and drinks are only permitted for medical or curriculum purposes.  If your child has a medical  
       need, please inform the Director of the Religious School.   
 

14. Lost and Found 
A box is kept in the Education Office for jackets, hats, etc. that are left behind. Periodically (after 
ample time has passed with notice), items not retrieved will be donated to the North Fulton 
Charities. 
 
 

mailto:religiousschool@kehillatchaim.org
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15. Tzedakah 

The opportunity to observe the mitzvah of Tzedakah will take place each week. Students should be 
encouraged to give their own money so they can learn to understand the experience of sharing 
with others. Past recipients of these funds include Mazon, Jewish National Fund, North Fulton 
Charities, and The Drake House. 
 

16.  Snacks 
Third through Seventh Grade students are given a fifteen-minute break after their first class and 
before their second class. During this time, our Senior Youth Group sells snacks and drinks. All 
students will remain in the Social Hall during this break time. We ask students to be neat with their 
snacks and to dispose of the trash properly. 

 

17. Youth Groups 
We encourage all Religious School students to participate in youth group activities. Kehillah youth 
groups are a part of the international youth program of North American Federation of Temple 
Youth (NFTY).  There are three youth groups:   
 

Group Grades 

KLUB 345 Third, Fourth, and Fifth Grades 

Junior Youth Group Sixth, Seven, and Eighth Grades 

Roswell Area Federation of Temple Youth (RAFTY) Ninth through Twelfth Grades 
 

Youth groups meet regularly for Temple Kehillat Chaim events and program activities, as well as for 
citywide and regional events. Watch for notices in the Kol Kehillah or in your e-mail for specific 
dates. 
 

18.  Student Dismissal and Pick-Up Procedures 
 

General Procedures 
As always, the safety of our students is our number one priority. Families will come into the 
building to pick up their children.   We ask that everyone exercise courtesy and restraint when 
exiting and entering the parking lot.  All new families will receive an envelope on the first day of 
school which will contain 2 key tags.  Please attach them to your keychains. As a security measure, 
we will be asking parents to show them when entering to pick up their children at dismissal. For 
parents with children in Pre-K through Second Grade, key tags have a green circle on them, which 
will be our greeter’s way of identifying you when coming to pick-up your children at 12:15 pm. If 
someone other than you will be picking up your child and they do not have the key tag with them, 
they will be asked to sign in and show their driver’s license. In addition, if you are picking your child 
up early, we ask that you do so before 12:00 pm to avoid added confusion in the lobby. For early 
dismissal, please email your teacher with the dismissal time and who is picking up your child.  
Please copy the Director of the Religious school also at religiousschool@kehillatchaim.org. You may 
also send in a handwritten note first thing in the morning.  Your cooperation with following these 
procedures will be greatly appreciated and will ensure the safety of our students.    

 

 
 
 

mailto:religiousschool@kehillatchaim.org
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Pre-K through Second Grade Pick-Up Procedures 
As a reminder if your child is in Pre-K through Second Grade, at 12:15 pm you will be invited to 
come to the classroom for a quick recap of the day, collect your child's things, and be informed of 
any information you need to know. You may then leave with your child at 12:20 pm. If you also 
have a child in the Third through Seventh Grade, please pick up your Pre-K through Second Grade 
child first, then proceed to the lobby to wait for the other classes to be dismissed at 12:30 pm. 

 

Third through Seventh Grade Pick-Up Procedures 
Students will be brought to the Social Hall no later than 12:30 pm.  Children may be picked up from 
the Social Hall at 12:30 pm.  The interior doors to the Religious School building will be opened and 
the children and those who may be carpooling with you will be waiting with their teachers. If you 
are picking up a Pre-K through Second Grade student, please get them first from their classroom, 
before getting your Third through Seventh Grade student from the Social Hall. 
 

19.  Procedures for Parents with Concerns to Follow  
 

Occasionally, concerns may arise over a student’s placement, curriculum, or relationships with other 
children or teachers. When this occurs, parents should attempt to resolve problems first with the 
teacher. If the problem persists or the parent feels that the issue has not been resolved to his/her 
satisfaction, then the parent should take the problem to the Director of the Religious School. If the 
issues or concerns cannot be resolved with the Director of the Religious School’s assistance, the 
Director may seek the opinion or guidance of an Education Team, which can include the Educational 
Consultant, the Rabbi and two members of the Religious School Committee. 

 

The issues that are raised may be important to the education of all our children. Hence these issues 
may be raised with the Religious School Committee, so the committee may adopt policies and 
programs to best meet the educational needs of the children.  The Education Team will be sensitive 
to the confidentiality/privacy of all involved individuals. Efforts will be made to maintain privacy.  
Open dialogue is necessary to continue improving the Jewish education of our children. Your 
feedback and involvement are always welcome. 

 

Plan of Action for Appropriate Student Behavior 
 

Appropriate behavior and conduct are always expected. Our Rabbi and Director of the Religious 
School work closely with our staff to develop positive classroom management techniques. If 
behavioral problems are encountered, the following procedures will be implemented: 

 

Discretion may be used in moving from step to step. More severe problems may warrant skipping 
steps. 
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Step I – Teacher handles inappropriate behaviors within the classroom using positive discipline 
approaches. These approaches may include, but are not limited to, the following classroom 
management techniques: 
 

 Talking quietly to student. 

 Rewards for desired behaviors. 

 Having the student change seats. 

 Appropriate consequence to behavior (i.e., moving student within room). 

 Seeking parental input. 

 Seeking input from the Director of the Director of Religious School. 
 

Teachers may use Step I as often as they feel appropriate. 
 

Step II – Student is removed from the classroom and sent to the office (or Director of Religious 
School is sent to the classroom).  Director of Religious School will talk to the student concerning 
appropriate behaviors and a plan for improvement.  Director of Religious School will document this 
visit. Parental contact is at the discretion of the Director of Religious School. Director of Religious 
School may confer with Rabbi. 

 

Step III – Student is removed from the classroom and sent to the office. Director of Religious School 
has the student call the parent to discuss the inappropriate behavior. Director of Religious School 
has student write (or draw) a plan of action. Student and Director of Religious School sign this plan 
of action, and a copy is sent home to the parent. Director of Religious School also talks to the 
parent. This visit is documented. 

 

Step IV – Student is removed from the classroom and sent to the office. Parents are contacted. 
Student may not return to the classroom until the parent meets with Director of Religious School, 
Rabbi and two members of the Religious School Committee. At this time a plan of action is 
developed jointly with the parents and student. 

 

In cases of extreme misbehavior – physical violence, weapons, drugs – suspension or expulsion will 
be considered by the Religious School Committee. The Board of Trustees will then consider the 
Committee’s recommendation. 
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Religious School Classroom Related Standards 
 

1. Class Preparation 
Students are expected to come to class prepared and with the appropriate learning materials. 
Reading and writing assignments should be complete. Pencil, pen, paper and books should be 
brought to all class sessions. 

 

2. Homework 
Homework serves as a bridge between the home and the school. It is the policy of the Family 
Religious School that meaningful homework assignments may be given in Judaica classes. 
All Hebrew students will have homework each week. Each student is expected to read aloud and 
practice multiple times per week according to the schedule below.   
 All students through Kitat Mechinah grade should practice a minimum of 3 times a week for 10 
minutes each time. 
Students will be given a Parent Sign-Off sheet in the student's Hebrew book. Parents are asked to 
initial the sheet acknowledging that the student has completed the homework assignment. 

 

3. Library 
The Religious School’s library is a valuable source for information that supplements the curriculum.  
We are proud of our library and are grateful for the volunteer staff. Students in all grades will have 
an opportunity to use this facility.  We encourage families to freely use this valuable learning 
resource.   

 

4. Student Evaluations 
Progress reports will be mailed twice during the school year.  The reports provide a general 
overview of how your child is progressing. Hebrew teachers will also send home mid-term reports. 
Parents are asked to review these reports with their children. 

 

5. Communication 
During the school year, our main source of communication will be through email. At different times 
during the school year, notices may be sent home with the students.  Please be sure to ask your 
child if he/she has received any notices. If you need to speak to a teacher, you may call the office 
(770-641-8630) and leave a message. The teacher will return your call. 

 

If you need to speak with your child during class time, please call the office (770-641-8630), and we 
will see that your child gets the message. Please make sure the Religious School has your correct 
email address. 

 

6. Teacher Conferences 
If desired, conferences can be scheduled with your child's teacher outside of Religious School 
hours. It is important that conferences not be held in hallways, outside the buildings, or in front of 
other children. Arrangements can be made for use of space in the office for a conference if 
requested. Please contact the Director of the Religious School if you would like the Rabbi and/or 
Director of the Religious School to attend the conference. If there is a discipline problem requiring 
action, the teacher will call and discuss the problem with you. Our goal is always to have open 
communication between parents and teachers. 
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7. Consecration 
Consecration marks the beginning of formal Jewish study. All Kindergarten students and any 
student enrolled in Religious School who is entering for the first time will be consecrated. Please be 
sure to inform the office if your child is new to our school and has not previously been consecrated. 

 

8. T’filah (Prayer Time) 
Third through Seventh Grade students will have T’filah every Sunday from 9:00 am-9:20 am.  Rabbi 
Holtz, Caroline Figiel and Morgan Rubin will lead T’filah. At times upper level students will be 
assigned prayers to read from the bima. 

 

9. Shabbat Service Attendance 
Part of Jewish life is praying together at communal worship services. All students who attend 
Shabbat services regularly with their families experience this important part of Jewish life and 
become more familiar with the prayers taught in their Hebrew classes. Third through seventh grade 
students have minimum Shabbat service attendance expectations. 
 

Grade Level Friday OR Saturday 
Attendance Expectation 

Per Year 

Third Grade Three 

Fourth Grade Four 

Grade Level Friday Attendance 
Expectation 

Per Year 

Saturday Attendance 
Expectation 

Per Year 

Fifth Grade Four One 

Sixth Grade -B’nai Mitzvah Eight Eight 
 
 

Shabbat attendance cards are kept in a box in the lobby of the Sanctuary. It is the responsibility of 
the students and parents to ensure the cards are filled out.   
 

10. Family Shabbat Worship Service 
At Temple Kehillat Chaim it is customary to have a Family Shabbat worship service for the 
Kindergarten through the Fourth Grade.  Each class will participate and provide a special 
presentation at the Friday evening service. Please check the Religious School calendar for the date 
your child’s class will participate in the service.  The teacher will notify you concerning your 
involvement. Students are expected to attend their grade level service with their family. Students 
are also expected to dress appropriately for Shabbat services.  The Fifth, Sixth, and Seventh Grades 
will be assigned dates to lead morning services. Students and their parents are expected to attend. 
A light Kiddush will follow. Dates of these services for each class are listed on the Religious School 
calendar. 

 

11. Field Trips 
All efforts are made to arrange field trips for classes as appropriate for the curriculum. Parents will 
transport small groups. Parents are required to provide a copy of their driver’s license and 
insurance information. All parents driving on field trips must have working seatbelts and students 
must all be properly buckled.  
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12. Family Programming 
Temple Kehillat Chaim is a family-oriented synagogue and Religious School. There are many 
opportunities for parents and children to come together in prayer, social times, and learning. Each 
Judaics class has at least one parent-child participation program (Family Education) planned for the 
year. See the Religious School calendar for applicable dates. 

 

13. Special Holiday Celebrations 
There will be school-wide holiday celebrations. Parents will be encouraged to help in the planning 
and implementing of these programs. 

 

14. Road to Confirmation 
Chai 5 is for students in the Eighth and Ninth Grades and meets for experiential learning 8 times 
per year.  These experiential learning activities combine with a parallel program of social action, 
mitzvah, and volunteerism to Temple Kehillat Chaim and/or charitable organizations, and much 
more. These activities provide students with the opportunity to build points toward Confirmation in 
Tenth Grade.  All Tenth Grade students will complete the Chai 5 program and then will write their 
own Confirmation service.  Their Confirmations will occur in the spring of their Tenth Grade year.     
 

15. Student Assistants/Madrichim 
Ninth, Tenth, Eleventh, and Twelfth Grade students who are enrolled in, or have completed, our 
Chai 5 Program or Road to Confirmation program are eligible to assist on Sunday mornings as 
Madrichim and Teaching Assistants. Program guidelines are available in the school office. 
Madrichim are great assets to our Religious School, as helpers as well as role models for our 
students. 
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Religious School Curriculum 
 

The Religious School strives to foster the development and ongoing growth of Jewish identity for 
everyone associated with our programs including children, parents, and teachers. The cornerstones of 
the program are faith in God, love of Torah, and identification with the Jewish people and Israel 
through involvement in the synagogue and Jewish life. 
 

The Religious School has adopted the Institute of Southern Jewish Life (ISJL) curriculum.  The Institute 
of Southern Jewish Life is a non-profit Jewish organization based in Jackson, Mississippi that provides a 
variety of educational, cultural, and religious services to Jewish communities throughout the South.  
The curriculum is developmentally appropriate, nurturing students’ Jewish identity, equipping 
students to live rich and meaningful lives.  Each grade has thirty two-hour lessons including 
Hebrew. There are a variety of activities in each lesson that implement the idea that students 
have different learning styles. Visual, Auditory and Kinesthetic learning activities are used 
throughout each lesson.  
 

Judaic Curriculum 
 

The Judaic portion of the curriculum focuses on the following areas:   
 

Early Childhood Education 
Students will be exposed to Jewish values and holidays. This will be done by creating a multi-sensory 
experience through hands on activities, such as creating a treasure box and other art projects. 
 

Kindergarten 
Students will focus primarily on Jewish holidays and stories from the Torah. They will also be 
introduced to ְוצִמ  .as well as why Jews follow them (mitz’vot, commandments) תֹו
 

First Grade 
Students will learn more about ְוצִמ  .and how they impact everyday life (mitz’vot, commandments) תֹו
Students will begin to explore the concept of God along with a continued exploration of holidays. 
 

Second Grade 
Students will explore the Jewish community and their role in it. They will do this through the 
celebration of lifecycle events, and learning about Jewish symbols, prayers and holidays. Students will 
also begin their exploration of Israel as the Jewish homeland. 
 

Third Grade 
Students will begin to understand the Torah and its value in a more insightful way. Through learning 
about the concept of God, and their relationship with God, students will develop their spirituality while 
still studying holidays. 
 

Fourth Grade 
Students will begin to critically think about their concept of God and Jewish holidays. This year focuses 
on the prophets found throughout the נַּת  ְך"ַַּּ
(TaNaKh, Torah, Prophets and Writings/Hebrew Bible). 
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Fifth Grade 
Students will take a “Jewish Journey” through the lens of eight Jewish values. These values will be 
associated with different lifecycle events and cities in Israel throughout the year for students to gain a 
deeper understanding of all three topics. 
 

Sixth Grade 
Students will study various portions of the Torah and identify five main themes found throughout each 
portion as they prepare to become a Bar/Bat Mitzvah. Through this they will further develop their 
concept of God. 
 

Seventh Grade 
Students will learn about the Prophets found throughout the נַּת  TaNaKh, Torah, Prophets and) ְך"ַַּּ
Writings/Hebrew Bible) in relation to various social justice issues. This will enable students to visualize 
their role in the greater Jewish community. 
 

Hebrew Curriculum 
  
Hebrew is part of the formal Religious School experience beginning in the Kindergarten and focuses on 
the following areas: 
 

Kindergarten through Second Grade 
Hebrew is taught as part of the Judaica curriculum. The goal is to expose the students to the Hebrew 
language as the language of the Jewish people, Israel, and the language we use for prayer. Students by 
the end of Second Grade will be exposed to the names of the Hebrew letters and the sounds they 
make as well as basic Hebrew prayers and prayer vocabulary. 
 

Third Grade through Seventh Grade 
Beginning in the 3rd grade, Hebrew becomes a stand-alone session that is part of the curriculum. Our 
formal Hebrew program teaches our students to read liturgical Hebrew fluently and to recognize key 
prayer vocabulary words in order to develop our students’ ability to pray in Hebrew at any service and 
have a basic understanding of the prayers. Children who become a Bar/Bat Mitzvah will be able to lead 
our congregation in prayer and read from the Torah and Haftarah. 
 

The philosophy of Temple Kehillat Chaim is that in addition to preparing students for the reading of 
Torah and Haftarah, the goal of the Hebrew program also includes proficiency in Jewish liturgy (the 
Hebrew prayer service). The privilege bestowed upon a Bar/Bat Mitzvah is the honor to lead a worship 
service. Hence our curriculum places a strong emphasis on a step-by-step development toward 
Hebrew prayer proficiency. Students will also be taught prayer vocabulary to assist in understanding 
the meaning of the prayers. 
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Hebrew Homework 
All students will supplement weekly Hebrew lessons with at-home practice.  To accomplish our goals 
with a once-a-week Hebrew program, it is essential that students commit to practicing during the 
week.  All students through Kitat Mechinah grade should practice a minimum of 3 times a week for 10 
minutes each time. Kitat B'nei Mitzvah students should follow assignments made by teacher or B'nei 
Mitzvah tutor.  Students will keep a sign-off sheet in the front of their books, and parents are asked to 
verify and initial the reading times. Teachers will use positive reinforcement to encourage homework 
completion.  
 

Hebrew Promotion Policy 
Hebrew education is a joint effort between parents, teacher and child. To this end, we must have 
options to ensure a child's continued progress towards Bar/Bat Mitzvah. We are an ability based 
program. Students need to pass the class requirements specified in Kitat Breishit before advancing to 
Kitat Gesher and in Kitat Gesher before advancing to Kitat Etgar.  All students are expected to master 
Kitat Gesher before enrolling in Mechinah. Students can move within a level at any time during the 
school year after an evaluation by the Hebrew Supervisor or Hebrew Supervisor designee. 
 

Special Learners 
Recognizing that students in our Hebrew program will have different abilities, accommodations will be 
made for those students with special learning needs. 
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Checklist of Hebrew Prayers 

2019-2020 
Kitat B'reishit (Behrman Online Learning) 

Knows consonants and vowels 

Shabbat candle blessing (read or sing) 

Blessing over grape juice/wine (read or sing) 

Hamotzi (read or sing) 

The 3 Chanukah candle blessings (read or sing) 

Barechu (read) 

Sh’ma (sing, two ways) 

Kitat Gesher 

Review consonants and vowels 

V’Ahavata (chanted) 

Kaddish Yatom- Mourner’s Kaddish(read) 

Avot V’Imahot (sing) 

Gevurot (sing) 

Kedushah PM- Atah Kadosh (read) 

Chatzi Kaddish (sing) 

Kitat Etgar 

Review Kitat B’reishit and Gesher  

Mi Chamocha (sing) 

Shalom Rav (sing) 

Aleinu / Shehu / V’ne-emar (sing) 

Sim Shalom (sing) 

Ahavat Olam (sing) 

Maariv Aravim (read) 

Yotser Or (read) 

Ahavah Rabbah (read) 

Kitat Mechinah ( White Binder) 

Review  Kitat B’reishit and Gesher  

Tallit Blessing (read) 

Torah Blessings (chanted) 

Haftarah Blessings (chanted) 

Shabbat Evening Kiddush (sing) 

Shabbat Morning Kiddush (read or sing) 

Mi Sheberach (sing) 

Morning Blessings (sing) 

Kitat B’nai Mitzvah (White Binder used in Kitat Mechinah) 

Torah Portion 

Haftarah Portion 

How to Write a D’var Torah/Speech 

Tutorials 

Torah Portion 

Haftarah Portion 
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Hebrew Class Practice Sign Off Sheet 

2019-2020 
Parents: Please initial each time your child has practiced his/her Hebrew.  Hebrew Kitat B'reishit 
through Kitat Mechinah students should practice a minimum of 3 times a week for 10 minutes each 
time. Kitat B'nei Mitzvah students should follow assignments made by teacher or B'nei Mitzvah tutor.   

**Students should practice even during weeks when there is no school** 
                     SUN       MON        TUE         WED        THUR        FRI           SAT       
Week bg.                             

08/25 
       

09/01 
       

09/08 
       

09/15 
       

09/22 
       

09/29 
       

10/06 
       

10/13 
       

10/20 
       

10/27 
       

11/03 
       

11/10 
       

11/17 
       

11/24 
       

12/01 
       

12/08 
       

12/15 
       

12/22 
       

12/29 
       

01/05 
       

01/12 
       

01/19 
       

01/26 
       

02/02 
       

02/09 
       

02/16 
       

02/23 
       

03/01 
       

03/08 
       

03/15 
       

03/22 
       

03/29 
       

04/05 
       

04/12 
       

04/19 
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Covenants of Conduct  
 

The Mitzner Family Religious School of Temple Kehillat Chaim has a Covenant of Conduct which will 
enhance our students’ experiences at the Kehillah. We hope to encourage our students to develop the 
values and behaviors that are important in becoming caring members of our community.  Towards that 
goal, we want our students to understand the Do’s and Do Not’s of appropriate behavior at the 
synagogue. The following outlines the code of behavior that we expect from our students: 
 
Respect Your Fellow Classmates 

 Keep in your own body space and keep your hands to yourself 

 Listen when others speak 

 Avoid teasing, interrupting, whispering, and gossiping 
 

Respect Your Teachers 

 Listen to your teachers’ requests 

 Do not interrupt 

 Speak to your teachers with appropriate words, tone and volume 
 

Respect Your Environment 

 Keep our synagogue (inside and out) neat and clean 

 Pick up litter or trash 

 Follow the rules for food and drinks 

 Treat our synagogue as a home 
 

Learn and Live Jewish Values 

 Respect those things that are sacred 

 Perform Mitzvot 

 Give Tzedakah 
 
 

These values have helped guard our people and helped us survive as a community. 
 

 


